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Caycedo-Kimura believes in constantly pushing oneself
outside one’s comfort zone, and he applies this philosophy

to both his life and his artwork. Although the 46-year-old artist
prefers painting figures and portraits, he has also made still-lifes
and landscapes a part of his repertoire.

“Even though I express myself through the (various) cate-
gories of landscape, figure, portrait and still-life, the real subject of
my work is the process and the act of painting,” he explains. “I
never want to paint myself into a corner. I keep my interests broad
because I never want to restrict myself.”

In fact, Caycedo-Kimura has made a career of avoiding
pigeonholes. As a child, the artist excelled at playing piano and
percussion. After high school, he pursued a bachelor’s degree from
the San Francisco Conservatory followed by a master’s at The
Juilliard School in New York City, both in percussion perform-
ance. Near the end of the graduate program, Caycedo-Kimura had
an epiphany.

“I remember sitting in Avery Fisher Hall during a concert. I
was there to study the music and listen to it. I just sat there, think-
ing, ‘I can’t do this. There’s no joy.’” he recalls. “It sounds funny
that there wouldn’t be any joy in music of all things for me. But,
you see, music was more of a skill — like typing — than it was
something in my heart.”

After this realization came a period of what Caycedo-Kimura
describes as “post-graduate soul-searching.” He decided to forgo
the conventional course of action and take his life in a completely
different direction. In the early 1990s, he gravitated towards com-
puter graphics. He worked at two investment companies:
American General and Schroder Investment Management North
America. Things were going well, but his creativity wasn't being
satisfied. Then two friends died over the course of the decade.

“They were really young. One was in his thirties, and the
other was in his forties. It showed me that life is super short.” 

The experience spurred him to take action. For years, he had
toyed with the idea of becoming a painter. In 2004, he quit his job
in the city. That fall, he began taking classes at the Silvermine
School of Art in New Canaan, Connecticut. Although he is a
maverick by nature, Caycedo-Kimura found the prospect of a sec-
ond career in the later part of his life to be daunting. 

“The way our society functions you go to school, and you
study a thing, and you become that thing, and you remain that
thing until you retire. That’s the norm. I’m 46. I come from a gen-
eration where the convention is to become a doctor, lawyer,
butcher, baker or candlestick maker. That’s what you do, and then
you collect your pension at the end. So yeah, changing gears, as
well as being a late bloomer and finding out my passion late in life,
was pretty overwhelming.” 

As with his previous incarnations, Caycedo-Kimura has found
success as a oil painter. His paintings have appeared in gallery
exhibitions and other venues throughout Connecticut, including
the John Slade Ely House in New Haven, the Westport Arts
Center in Westport, the Flinn Gallery in Greenwich, the Betty
Barker Gallery in New Canaan, the Fisher Gallery in Avon and
City Lights Gallery in Bridgeport.

In his paintings, he has developed a style that embodies
his attraction to reinvention. His artwork has a deliberate,
unfinished look.

“I build the images with brushstrokes, drips, splatter, with thick
application of paint, application of palette knife. It’s all a process of
construction, and that’s probably the most important aspect of the
work for me. It’s all a very human endeavor for me.”

Caycedo-Kimura is determined to find fulfillment in his chosen
profession because it is vital to his personal happiness: “I feel like I
was born to do this. I feel like I was created to paint. I feel like God
created me to be a painter, an artist. I feel like that’s my calling.”

For more information about Caycedo-Kimura and to check
out his artwork, visit his Web site (www.aaroncaycedokimura.com)
or his blog (www.aaroncaycedokimura.wordpress.com).AC

ArtScuttlebutt.com is the online community for Art Calendar and
ArtCalendar.com. Artists are invited to create a profile and post an
online gallery free of charge, participate in the discussion forum and take
advantage of the other services at the site.
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Woman Don’t Cry by Aaron Caycedo-Kimura. Oil on Board, 24" x 24".
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