
SINCE 1920 the Junior 
League of Eastern Fairfield 
County, which turned 90 
in July, has been giving to 
local communities through 
its corps of volunteers and 
through mini-grants. This 
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic 
organization of women is 
educational and charitable 
in nature. During the past 
decade, the JLEFC’s prima-
ry focus has been improv-
ing literacy for families. 

They have developed 
Leaguers Building Readers, 
a program to help improve 
early-childhood literacy 
through the placement of 

books in the homes of at-
risk children. There is also 
Reading T.I.M.E. (Together 
It Means Everything), with 
regular sessions at Family 
Matters and the Daughters 
of Charity shelter, both in 
Bridgeport. “Read Alouds” 
finds member volunteers 
reading to students.

The JLEFC’s hands-on 
community work touches 
families in Bridgeport, 
Easton, Fairfield, Monroe, 
Newtown, Redding, Shel-
ton, Stratford, Trumbull, 
Weston, and Westport.

Perhaps JLEFC’s most 
anticipated fundraising 

event is the annual Art 
Show, now in its 19th 
iteration. Featured this year 
is painter Aaron Caycedo-
Kimura. Billie Jean Sul-
livan, of the Fairfield Arts 
Council Gallery, says his 
work stands out in a show. 
“You know his work when 
you see it,” she says. “He’s 
very genuine.”

“It’s all for a great cause,” 
says Caycedo-Kimura of 
the community outreach 
programs the league sup-
ports through its art show. 
“It enhances an artist’s 
chance to get a nice, cohe-
sive body of work shown.”

The show, which always 
brings out a crowd, will fea-
ture artists from all over the 
Northeast. Caycedo-Kimu-
ra paints still-lifes, figures, 
and landscapes. To each of 
these, he brings composi-
tion, atmosphere, and an 
intensity of the subject into 
focus. His vision comes 
through a sort of blurred 
window, much like looking 
outside on a rainy day. 
The Junior League Art 
Show runs April 1 through 
April 3 at the Burr Home-
stead, with a preview party 
March 26. Visit jlefc.org to 
learn more. 
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